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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

Sunday (7/19)     9:30a Worship/C 

            11:00a Worship/C 

Saturday (7/25)    6:00p Worship 

Sunday (7/26)     9:30a Worship 

            11:00a Worship 
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Galatians 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires  
of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit,  

and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other,  
so that you do not do what you want.” 

 

Since the day you became a Christian, you have been involved in a war. On one side we 
have our sinful flesh, our sinful nature. Some Christians seem surprised that they still 
have a sinful nature after coming to faith. They thought that sin would now be a thing  
of the past for them. 
 

Actually, your sinful nature didn’t change at all when you became a Christian. It is the 
same rascal it has always been. It is 100%, undiluted, pure rebel, and that is the way it 
will be until the day you die. The only difference is: now it has some competition. 
 

On the other side of this war is the Spirit within you. Whether you take Paul’s words to 
mean the Holy Spirit, or whether you take him to mean your own believing, converted, 
Christian, human spirit where the Holy Spirit lives, will make little difference for  
understanding his urgings to us here. These two are devoted allies. They fight the same 
battles. At the time we are fighting the urge to sin, we are not able to tell a difference 
between the impulses of the Holy Spirit and those of our Christian spirit, anyway. 
 

These two, flesh and Spirit, are waging a war within us. They are locked in a battle to the 
death. Since they are opposites, “the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, 
and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.” There can be no compromises, no 
cease fires, and no surrender on either side. This war continues until either the sinful 
nature drives faith and the Spirit completely out, and we cease to be Christians; or until 
physical death delivers the final blow to our sinful nature, and we are free of it forever. 
 

In the meantime, if we are going to live by the 
Spirit, it is important that we acknowledge this 
battle. It is the reason we continue to sin. “They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you do 
not do what you want.” Have you found that 
you can’t be as good as you want to be? Do 
you still find yourself slipping up? If that 
is not the case, check on one of three things: 
have you lost your faith altogether, giving the 
sinful nature total control? Do you find it  
difficult to be honest with yourself? Or, do you 
still have a pulse? 

Article by John Vieths, Pastor ~ bitsofbread.org ~ March 1, 2019 

‘We Have Met the Enemy’ 
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John Koelpin, Pastor ~ Cell - (214)549-9347 (Call/Text) ~ Email - jkoelpin@calvarydallas.org 

 

As we struggle, there is a temptation to look outside ourselves for the reason. “I would 
live a better life if only Satan didn’t press me so hard and single me out for such unique 
and difficult temptations.” “I would live a better life if the people around me weren’t 
always getting me into trouble.” But neither Satan nor our friends put a gun to our 
heads and force us into sin. They may tempt us, but they don’t force us. To win this 
war, we need to recognize where it is happening, and who the enemy is. 
 

A second temptation in this battle gives too much credit to our corrupt hearts. Many 
voices tell us man is noble at his core. Our minds and thoughts may lead us down the 
wrong path if try to analyze things too carefully. But if we follow our feelings, they 
won’t steer us wrong. Follow your heart. 
 

After all, God made me this way, and if I am physically 
attracted to some other person, why should I deny myself 
the pleasures of their body– no matter that I am already 
married to someone else, or that we have no marriage  
commitment to each other, or that we are of the same sex. 
It just “feels” right. People apply this same kind of thinking 
to how they vent their anger, rationalize drug use, or selfish-
ly spend their money, to name a few examples. 
 

The heart is not a safe guide. It is often allied with the wrong side. Winning the battle, 
Paul says, involves “living by the Spirit.” That is more than a matter of personal effort.  
It requires more than a rededication to Biblical standards of right and wrong. Earlier in 
this letter Paul asked the people, “I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so 
foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of 
the flesh?” (Galatians 3:2-3). In other words, go back to the Spirit, where your Christian 
life started. And you don’t get the Spirit by performing moral acts. He comes to those 
who hear and believe God’s word. 
 

Specifically, the Spirit comes to those who hear the good news. Listening to and believ-
ing the gospel, where we find Jesus dying for our guilt, forgiving every sin, rising to 
promise us life, seeking us out to claim us as his own by faith, and now ruling the uni-
verse for our benefit, is the big weapon for winning the spiritual war within. We can’t 
live by a Spirit we don’t have. But if the Spirit’s place in our hearts grows with faith in 
the gospel, his place in our behavior will grow as well. Then more of the spiritual battles 
will start to go our way. 

Bits of Bread 
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CALVARY BOOK CLUB:  Will meet via Zoom on Saturday,  

August 1 at 10am to discuss When We Believed in Mermaids by 

Barbara O’Neal.  The Zoom link will be included in the next  

Weekly Glance email. 
 

Meeting ID: 964 419 6259 

Password: Calvary 

 

OFFERINGS:  Our  ministry is supported through the offerings of God’s people.   

We have many opportunities to give our offerings: 
 

Online:  Click the "GIVE" button at the top of the 

webpage at calvarydallas.org, then click the red 

"Give Now" button. You can sign up for one-time 

or reoccurring gifts.  
 

Mail:  Mail a check to Calvary Lutheran, 9807 Church Rd. Dallas, TX 75238.  

We are still gathering and depositing these gifts weekly.   
 

App:  Download the Give Plus app and search with 75238 as 

the zip code. Select Calvary Lutheran in Dallas as your church 

and sign up for one-time or reoccurring gifts.  
 

Text:  Send a text 833-948-2221 with the dollar amount you want to give. Receive a 

text back with simple set-up instructions. All gifts go directly to Calvary.  
 

If you need assistance with any of these giving methods, please contact the Church  

Secretary at churchsec@calvarydallas.org. 
 

For those interested in the current financial situation: We have seen a decrease in  

offerings as we have to more online worship and decreased attendance. Calvary does 

need continued support to operate in the same manner. All of the 

above options are excellent ways to provide that support. 
 

“But just as you excel in everything in complete earnestness and in 

your love for us – see that you also excel in this grace of giving."  

2 Corinthians 8:7  

Important Announcements 

Stacey Jackson, Church Secretary ~ Email - churchsec@calvarydallas.org 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41840435&msgid=145226&act=CEIF&c=1779605&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fcalvarydallas.org%2F&cf=11984&v=0558f044cf4425e8f43a437380f4a25df8fec1d23feabcf9b269bd8db93d2941
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41840435&msgid=145226&act=CEIF&c=1779605&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2F&cf=11984&v=2b2dc0a066dfe68e323af271044e998b044b731e5a8238a0bfe3514b813cff29
mailto:churchsec@calvarydallas.org
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Beckie Koelpin, School Secretary ~ Email - schoolsec@calvarydallas.org 

Pentecost Sermon Series 
 

The Christian Faith, One Word at a Time 
 

Paul’s letter to the Romans is a theological 

masterpiece.  In anticipation of a visit to 

Rome – a stopping point on Paul’s journey 

westward – Paul outlined the main points 

of Christian doctrine, presumably to  

confirm the unity of faith and confession 

between Paul and the Christians in Rome.  The book of Romans is as close to a “Bible 

Information Class” or “Bible 101 Course” as there is in the New Testament. 
 

During the first sixteen weeks of the Pentecost Season (after the celebrations that occur 

on the first two weeks of the season; Pentecost Day and Holy Trinity) Year A of the  

liturgical calendar follows a series of readings through Paul’s letter to the Romans.   

The lessons read like a curriculum for instruction in Christian doctrine and provide the 

congregation an excellent opportunity to walk through the basics, one word at a time. 
 

Throughout the summer months and into the fall of the year, our sermons will delve into 

the foundational teachings of the Christian Faith as explained by Paul in Romans.  It is 

“The Christian Faith, One Word at a Time”.   
 

Pentecost 2 (6/14)   Atonement       Pentecost 10 (8/9)   Chosen 

Pentecost 3 (6/21)  Righteousness     Pentecost 11 (8/16)  Inseparable 

Pentecost 4 (6/28)  Reconciliation     Pentecost 12 (8/23)  Roots 

Pentecost 5 (7/5)   Reversal        Pentecost 13 (8/30)  Grafted  

Pentecost 6 (7/12)  Buried        Pentecost 14 (9/6)  Awe 

Pentecost 7 (7/19)  Battling        Pentecost 15 (9/13)  Sacrifice 

Pentecost 8 (7/26)  Longing        Pentecost 16 (9/20)  Love 

Pentecost 9 (8/2)   Praying        Pentecost 17 (9/27)  Freedom 
 

Practical Tip for Personal Preparation:  Stay ahead of the liturgical calendar!  Begin  

reading through the Book of Romans today, taking a chapter each week.  In sixteen 

weeks, you will be finished.  By starting now, you will be able to anticipate what each 

week’s message is about.  Use the liturgical calendar on page 163 of Christian Worship: 

A Lutheran Hymnal to re-read each weeks lesson and consider how the above words 

capture the theme of the lesson. 



6 

 

 

An inside look at… 

Since it’s very beginning in 1972, Calvary Lutheran School has been  

committed to providing children a high-quality education rooted  

in the truth of God’s Word. 

 

 

 

YOU can make a difference through Forward in Faith! 
 

Looking for more information about Forward in Faith?  

Visit our web page at https://calvarydallas.org/school/fif  

and join the movement! 

Forward in Faith Fund 

THE CHALLENGE 

The cost of education is rising rapidly. This presents challenges  

for both Calvary Lutheran School and student families.  

THE OPPORTUNITY 

Forward in Faith is base of Difference-Makers who use their  

blessings from the Lord to give the gift of Christian education to  

the next generation. This committed base supports ministry,  

https://calvarydallas.org/school/fif
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Jim Henrickson        7/19 

Emma Ramsey         7/19 

Barbara Heller         7/22 

Tamiko Stanley        7/23 

Caroline Hunt         7/23 

Adam Frese          7/24 

Zoey Burgdorf         7/24 

Ezra and Nehemiah 
 

Bible Reading:  The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah  

Key Point:  Love one another. 

Memory Verse:  A friend loves at all times.  Proverbs 17:17 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ, to be our friend.   

He died for us that we might be forgiven all our sins.  Help us to be faithful friends to 

others and fill our lives with friends who love us and care about us.  Amen. 

Today in Sunday School 
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9807 Church Road, Dallas, Texas ~ Church (214)348-5567 ~ School (214)343-7457 ~ www.calvarydallas.org 

Our Response To the Word 
 

IN TIME AND GIFTS: 

Worshipers Last Weekend 100 Present & 57 Online 

Given to the Glory of God for May 2020 $72,216 

Needed monthly for God’s Work $64,723 
 

IN TALENTS THIS WEEKEND: 

Preacher Pastor John Koelpin  

Liturgist Saturday - Rick Jackson; 9:30a - David Ramsey; 11:00a - Mark Mattes 

Pianist Dawn Aswege or Sarah Schemm 

Audio/Visual Rick Jackson and John McCarthy 

Elders & Ushers: 

 Saturday Rick Jackson 

 9:30am David Bertram & David Schallert 

 11:00am Larry Gray & Tony Reifel 

Mowing Crew: 

 7/25 Skip Week 

 8/1 David Team

 8/8 Skip Week 

 8/15 Henrickson Team 

 8/22 Skip Week 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: 

First Lesson Isaiah 55:10,11 

Psalm 65 

Second Lesson Romans 8:18-25 

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 


